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be diſtinguiſhed by this Name in Hag - 
land, where it firſt took its Riſe, about 
In treating of this People. we ſball 
deviate from the Genetality of thoſe 
who haye mentioned them in their 
Writings ; by exhibiting the Accpunk 
they give of cbem{lver, without make» 
ing ourſelves anlwerable fer their rig 
ciples or Practices. 
| WI IIIa SSW Is A Ducke 
5 publiſhed in the Tear 1717 the N 
tory of this People... He was one of 
a} ?. their own Perſuaſion z a Mas of Learns. 
ing; and known to the Public by his 


A 2 «« Dictionary 
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” 
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— —[—ͤ— — — — I. 


L 41 
« Dictionary of the Dutch and Engliſh 
4 Languages.” He had Acceſs to all 
their Records z correſponded with the 
moſt eminent; lived at the Time when 
the Facts he recorded were recent; and 
we have not heard that any Part of his 
Hiſtory has been controverted: And 
as we are informed that it has been 5 
publiſhed with the Approbation of the 
Aa ters, we may therefore conſider it 
as an authentic Hiſtory of their Riſe, 
Progreſs, and Principal Opinions. 
Sono Fox, for whofe Birth and 
Parentage fee Page 6: of Sywz1's'Hil- 
tory, Sc. was the Firſt of theſe Peo- - 
ple. He was of a grave, ſedate Turn 
from his Infancy; always averſe to 
the Follies of Youth, and defirous of 
nothing ſo much as to be preſerved in 
Innocence and Simplicity. He was 
early remarked as an Example in theſe 
Reſpects; and of inflexible Integrity. 
When a Youth, he was defirous, above 
all things, to pleaſe Gop ; and cau- 3 
tiouſly avoided every thing, that either 1 
Scripta, - or the Dictates of his own 
"Conſcience, 


— 
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— taught him to believe was 
- offenſive, —_As he grew up this Diſpo- 
fition increaſed : It coſt him much 
Anxity, much Diſtreſs : —— But at 
length he was ſatisfied, in reſpe& to 
many Doubts he had admitted; and 
gained much Experience by the Things 
he had ſuffered.———This enabled him 
to inſiruf?#. Others : And about the 
Year 1647, we find him travelling 
through - ſeveral Counties in England, 

ſeeking out ſuch as had any religious 
Tendernels, and exciting the Inquiries 
of ſeveral concerning him. —— Many 
embraced his Opinions: And, in- 
deed, he ſeems to have rouzed the 
Public Mind, as much as ever any 
Individual did in thoſe Counties for the 


Time, and under ſuch 'Circumftances, - 
A Man of low Birth, without Litera- | 


ture, merely. by the Sanfity ot his 
LITE, and the Simplicity of his Doc- 
TRINES, to have collected from all 
Profeſſions, and moſt Ranks, Men of 
Character, Fortune, and Underſtand- 
* and imbodied them as a RRLIIOIOVs 
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1 
Socixr vr; to have inſtituted one of t 
beſt concerted Plans of Civil Diſciplins; 
a4 Circumſtance moſt true, and not 
unworthy che Dilguilitipns of the ableſt 
PHILOSOPHBRS/ - | | 5 

The Name of Qpaler was . 
this People eatly, by way of Reproach, 
ln their Aſſemblies it ſometimes 
happened that ſome were ſo ſtruck with 
the Remembrance of their paſt Follies, 
and Forgetfulneſs of their Condition; 
others ſo deeply affected with a Senſe of 
| God's Mercies to them; that they ac- 

tally ſremblad and gualed. The 
Nickname ſo ſuited che vulgar Taſte, 
that it ſoon became. general. Friends, 
| Fun Friends of TR TH, ses the 
ts they were commonly known by 
to one another: But the Epithet aboye- 
mentioned was ſtamps) upon them by 
her Adverſaries, and pethaps . 
The following Abſtradt: 3 the 
Propaſytions of aur Oountry man the 
eminent BaR CLA, will perhaps exhi⸗ 
| bis, Us L 5 Try af their Opir 
ot | nion, 
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nions, as can well be compriſed: within 
the Limits allowed to this Article: 


1. The Height of all Happineſs is | 
tet? in the true Knowledge of 
Goo. 

2. The true Knowledge of God is 
alone to be obtained by the Reve- 
lation of the Spirit of God. 


3. The Revelation of the Spirit of 


4. From whence, it appears that 


God to the Saints, bas produced 
the Scriptures of Trwb.. 


0 


e 


Mankind in general is fallen and 
n 6 

That God, out of his infinite 
' Love, has offered .univerſa/ Re- 
diemption by C brit; who taſted 
Death for every Man. 


6. That there is an evangelical and 


faving Light and Grace in ALL. 


; oF That in as many as reſiſt not this 


CE: 


Light, but receive the ſame, in 
them are produced Holinef, 
| Righteouſneſs, Purity, and the 
Fruits which , are acceptable to 


5 Fo 
. As 8, Even 


"Is... 
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l Eee in . 0 derbe u u. State 
of Freedom from actual Sinning 


and Tranſgreſſing the Law of 
_ God: 


9. Let wich a Poſibility of Sinning. 


10. That as all true Knowledge in 
Things Spiritual is received by 
tde Spirit of God; ſo by it every 
true Miniſter of the Goſpel is or- 
dained and prepared for the Mini- 
ſtry: And as they have freely re- 
ceived, ſo are they freely to give. 
5 11. That the true Worſhip of God 
is in Spirit, and in Truth ; not 
limited to Place or Time, nor ſub- 


ject to the Intervention of any Per- 


ſon ; but is to be performed under 
the Moving of the Holy Spirit 
in our Hearts ; yet without dero- 

" gating from the Neceſſity and 
Utility of Public Erzized Worſhip ; 


in which their Sufferings and 


Conſtancy have been remarkable. 


12, That Baptiſm is a pure and /pt- 
rial Thing ; the Baptiſm of the 


Spiri, and of Fire. 


13. That 
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„„ 
13. That the Communion of the 
l © Body ane ee 
ward and L 

\That it is not lawful * u 
55 uman Authority to force the 

Conſciences of others on Account ot 
Di.fference in Worſbip or Opinion: 
ee reept ſuch Opinions tend to the 
Prqudice of one's Neighbour in his 
Life or Eſtate, or are incooliftcnt 

with Human Society.  * 

15. That as the End of Religion is 
to redeem Man from the Spirit of 
this World, and to lead into in- 

board Communion with Gop  there- 
fore all vain Cuſtoms and Habits 
are to be rejected, which tend to 
divert the Mind ſrom a Senſe of 
the Fear of God, and that evan- 
gelical Spirit where with Ehe 
| ought to be leavened, 

| Such are the Sentiments of this Peo- 

1 ple, as propoſed to the Public by their 

it!» Apologiſt ; who has largely commented 

| on theſe Topics, in a Work that” has 


oy us. thine ot * * n n . 
: P : \ * wy 9 N 


10 1 
through no leſs than Eight Edi- 


paſſed 
tions in Engliſh, and has been printed | 


in moſt of the Modern Languages. 


Their Particularities of Addfęeſs, | 


„and Behaviour ; their de- 

clnng the uſe of Arms; their refuſing 
o pay Tithes, or contribute to the 
— of Miniſters (as ſuch) in any 
| Bhape,z likewiſe their refuſing to ſwear 
or take an Oath on any Occaſion what- 
ever; have ſubjected it to much Ob- 


loquy, and many grievous Sufferings. 


On what Principles, and by what Argu. 


ments, they yindicate themſelves from the 
Objections raiſed againſt them by their 


Adverſaries, may be ſeen in this elabo- 


rate Performance. Government has, 

however, in many Inſtances, extended 
J0 this People great Indulgences ; con- 
vinced, no doubt, by their patient Sut- 
fering, that their Profeſſions of conſci- 
entious Scruples were ſincere; and that 
nothing dangerous to Society could be 
apprehended from a People, who diſ- 
claimed the Uſe of Arm. * offenſive 


1 and defenſive, 


Tho 


4 


fn) 
Th CEcotiomy of this Society ine 


1 deſerves our Notice. It appears | 


by their Hiſtory, that foon after the 
Preaching of GzorGe Fox had drawn 
together in many Parts of England con- 
fiderable Bodies of People profeſſing 
the ſame Opinions, he found it expe- 
dient, for. theif better GovHνunmhment, to 
eſtabliſh Regular Meetings for Diſct- 
line, The following is, as nearly as 
we can collect, the Plan that is N 
bliſhed amongſt tbemnmm 

Whete there are any Quakers, Fn 
meet together once a Month, to confi- 
der of the Neceſſities of their Por, and 
to provide for their Relief z to hear 
and determine Complaints ariſiag from 
among, themſelves ; to enquire into the 
Converſation of their reſpective Mem- 
bers jn regard to Morality, and Con- 
formity to their religious Semimenis ; to 
allow the Paſſing of Marriages ; ànd to 
injoin a ſtrict Regard to the Peace and 
| Good Order of the Society, the proper 
Education of their Young People, and a 


general Attention to the Principles and 
; Prac. 
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[my 
Practices of their Profeſſion. In 
every County where there are Monthly 
Meetings, a Meeting of the like Kind, 
and for ſimilar Purpoſes, is held every 
QUARTER. This Mezting conſiſts of 


Deputies ſent from the ſeveral Montbly 


Meetings z who are charged with An- 


ſwers in Writing, to Queries propoſed 
to them reſpecting the Good Order of 


the Society. At theſe Meetings Ap- 
peals are received, in caſe of any Diſ- 
putes; and Differences ſettled, if poſ- 
ſible. Advices are given, as Occaſions 
offer; and Aſiſtance afforded to any of 
the Monibly Meetings, in caſe of a 
larger Proportion of the Poor, or any 
ſimilar Expences.— As there are Qua- 
ters in moſt Parts of England, there 


are few Counties which have not theſe 


Quarierly Meetings: And from theſe 
are deputed four, ix, or eight of their 
Members once a Year, to attend their 
ANNUAL Aſſembly at LONDON. 
The AnnvaL Aſſembly is commonly 


held in Whitſun-Week ; not from any 


T Reference, as they ſay, to 
” 200 


} ACE 
the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at the 
Time of Pentecoſt ; — but merely as. it 
is a Seaſon moſt convenient to the 5 
— At this Auniverſary Meeting, con- 
ſiſting of Members deputed from every 
Quarterly Meeting, and a Number of 
the moſt judicious of their Perſuaſion 
in London, (ſelected for the Purpoſe of 
acting on all Einergencies for the 
Good of the Society) Accounts are re- 
ceived of the Sr Ar E of the Society in 
every Part of the World where it exiſts. 
— The Deputies bring with them Ac- 
counts, ſigned by the reſpective Quar- 
terly Meetings, informing the YearRLY 
| Meeting if any Diſunion appears; if 
there is any Neglect in the religious 
Education of their Youth ; if the Paor 
are well provided for; if they keep to 
their Teſtimony againſt paying Tithes, 
and bearing Arms; if they pay the King 
his Duties, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe and 
forbear to deal in Goods ſuſpected to 
be run. Appeals are there received, 
and finally determined; Propoſitions re- 
ceived and conſidered and Rales formed 
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EI * Emergencies. And, laſtly, 
ſuch Advices are ſent to the ſubordinate 
Meetings, as the particular or general 
State of the Society requires. 

Perhaps this is the only Society in 
the World, that have allowed any Share 
in the Management of their Affairs 
to the Female Sex ; — which they 
do upon the Principle, that ** Male and 
« Female are all o in CHRIST.” 
—Accordingly we find them in every 
Department of their Inſtitution. They 
have Women Preachers ; for whom the 
celebrated Locke has made an excellent 
Apology. Theſe have allo their Meet- 
ings for Diſcipline z in which the like 
Care is taken in regard to the Female 
Youth, and the good Order of their 
Sex, as is done by the Mex in reſpect 
to their on. And when we reflect 
What a Number of Individuals of both 
Sexes are kept in Good Order by the 
Police of this Society, how few of them 
are brought into Courts of Juſtice as 
- Delinguents, how peaceable their Beba- 
viour, and how exemplary their Con- 
dus; we cannot but think their PRI x- 


CIPLES 
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eiyies deſerve a'more accurate” EM- 

mination than has hitherto” been at- 
rempted ; owing, perhaps, to the vue 
Preqadices circulated againſt tem. 
We ſhall cloſe this Article with ob- 
ſerving, that, according to the beſt of 
our Information, neither their Miniſters, 
nor thoſe who have the principal Care 
of the Socicty, enjoy any pecumary 
Emoluments or Advantages. —A few 
Clerks, only, receive Salaries for keep- 
ing their Records : So that, perhaps, 
there is not a Religious Society now 
exiſting, where PRINCIPLE has 
reater Influence in promoting the 

ds of their Inſtitution. 

It is remarkable, that all the Settle- 
ments of the Europeans in America, 


5 except the Quaker. Settlement in Penn- 


Ailvania, were made by Force of 
10 Arms, with very little Regard to any 
prior Title in the Natives. — The Kings 
of Spain, Portugal, France, and Bri- 
lain, together with the States of Hol- 
land (then the only Maritime Powers} 
gave Grants of ſuch Parts of America 
a their People could lay bold on; 
ſtudy- ' 


L 16 1 
ſtudying only to * interfering with 
their European Neighbours, ——— 
But Mr. Penn, being a Quater, did 
not think his Powers from King 
CRARLES II. a ſufficient Title to the 
Country ſince called Pennſylvania, He 
therefore aſſembled the Sachems, or 
Princes, then in that Country, and 
purchaſed from them the Extent of 
Land that he wanted. h 

The Government of this Country is 
moſtly in the Hands of Quakers ; who 
never have any Quarrels with the Na- 
tives. When they deſire to extend 
their Settlements, they purchaſe new. 
Lands of the Sachems; never taking 
any thing from them by Force. How 
unlike is this Conduct to that of the 
Spamards ! who murdered Millions of the 
Natives of Mexico, Terra Firma, Peru, 
Chili, &c.!| —-The Barbarities uſed to 


the poor Indiins in conquering their 


Country, and forcing them to diſcover 


their Gold, area Reproach to HUMAN 


NATURE! 
i 


